JMA Armstrong High School/ Salisbury Middle
PSSC Minutes

April 2, 2014

 (Rescheduled from March 26)
Members Present:

Mr. Robinson

Jason Gallant

Kim Wilson

Brandy Dunn

Angela Thornton

Kathleen Corey 

1. Meeting was called to order at 6:36 by Jason Gallant 
2. Quorum could not be established.
3. The agenda was accepted
4. Minutes from January 29th were reviewed and while they could not be voted on, were accepted.
a. The minutes note that the grade three entrance point for French immersion was accepted by the district and the elementary school and thereby formalized.  Parents have been informed.    

5. New Business:

a. School Performance Review:
i. The review covered 138 indicators. Four lead reviewers, some from the province, and others from the district, reviewed the school and rated the indicators using a scale from not evident to very evident.  The internal committee, made of teachers and administration, reviewed the school using the same indicators and scale. Afterward the indicators were compared.  Splits of more than two places on the scale were discussed further.  Before their arrival, the external committee looked at perception data which helped inform their decision making.   

ii. Parent Forum:  Feedback from the review on the parent forum was very positive. The head reviewer was impressed with the quality of feedback as well as the number of individuals who wanted to participate.  The parent forum indicated that our school is willing to take a progressive approach to teaching and the staff was approachable, knowledgeable and invested in their children.    
iii. The next steps: Recommendations fall into three categories:  Instructional practices/curriculum, parent communication, and technology.
a. Instructional practices/curriculum:  school teams will undergo some revisions which may focus more on grade level teachers working together.  The school will broaden its understanding and use of Universal Design for Learning principles and stretch learning opportunities. 
b. Parent Communication: Parents voiced their concern over gaps in communication, specifically prompting the recommendation for interim reports and increased electronic forms of communication.  These recommendations would help bridge the gap between school and home.
c. Technology:  The need for a more universal approach to smart phone usage and other electronic tools needs to be revisited before Bring Your Own Device (BYOD) is implemented.  BYOD is in progress, but waylaid by lack of financing.   

b. Bus and Parent drop off safety
i–ii:  The committee met twice and had representation from the village, both schools, both school’s PSSCs  and the district.   Images of the area were reviewed and our PSSC supported the plan of concept “A”. 
iii: A letter will be drafted and presented to the D.E.C committee and our local MLA in an attempt to expedite the process. 

c. School Improvement Plan:

i.  An overview of the school improvement plan occurred with a focus on the high school’s goals.  Two SMART literacy goals and numeracy goals were reviewed and evidence was given that these plans are in practice.  It was noted that teachers had a direct role in the creation of the plan. The school’s website has a link of the basic SIP goals in accordance with a request made during a PSSC meeting to have those accessible to parents and guardians. 

d. Budget Announcement:  before the end of the old budget refreshments were purchased for the school review team and school promo mugs were made. 
e. Inclusion policy will be carried over to our next meeting’s agenda allowing everyone an opportunity to review the document. 

6. Principal Report:  Mr. Robinson provided a handout of his Principal’s report.  
7. D.E.C. Report:  While Roberta Brewer could not be in attendance, on her behalf Mr. Robinson presented the opportunity to attend a spring symposium and an outline of the symposium was provided.  
8. Adjourn-   The meeting was adjourned at 8:12 pm by Jason Gallant.  Our next meeting was scheduled for May 21st, 2014.   
