JMA Armstrong High School/ Salisbury Middle School

PSSC Minutes

October 15th, 2014

Members Present:

Mr. Robinson

Jason Gallant

Roberta Brewer

Angela Thornton

Angela Cameron

Ronda McCready

Stephanie Hansen

Zach Adams

Renée Poitras
1. Meeting was called to order at 6:30 by Jason Gallant. 
2. The agenda was accepted.
3. Minutes from May 28th were reviewed and were accepted.
4. New Business :
a. Appointment of secretary and Vice-Chair
i. Secretary : Renée Poitras
ii. Vice-Chair : Stephanie Hansen
b. Review of PSSC structure and guiding principles: The PSSC structure includes parents, community, a teacher, Home and School representative, student council representative, the DEC, and Principal. The focus is on the collective needs of students and encourages parent involvement.
i. There was a training session on October 6th. A presentation will be sent out to principals to be distributed to members. Look over presentation for information on committee. The purpose of PSSC is to help support our students and school.
ii. The PSSC Manual/Handbook can be found on the Anglophone East School District website in the Parents section. Information on the PSSC can be found on the JMA/SMS website.
iii. A declaration form was signed by all new members.
c. Overview of meeting schedule for the 2014-2015 school year: 

i. Dates, times, location and agenda are prepared by chair and principal
ii. All Meetings are public

iii. There will be a minimum of 4 meetings per year:
1. November 26th
2. February 11th 

3. April 15th 

4. May 20th 

d. School Improvement Plan:  The SIP is developed by teams of teachers and administrators and is based on collected data. The goal is to improve improve student results, strengthening the levels of learning by setting goals in literacy and numeracy. This year there will be short term goals in order to attain the greater school goals for the year which are set be teams of teachers. These goals are applied in all classes. 

e. Grade 8 Math Improvement Project: The goal of this project is to improve student achievement in Math which will be determined through the Grade 8 Provincial Math Assessment. Pilot schools are using common assessments and activities developed by the Math Improvement Team which consists of teachers, math subject coordinators, numeracy leads, learning specialists, and Anglophone East School District staff. Students are formatively assessed daily to ensure understanding of all concepts. This also helps to identify students who require more instruction or who struggle with prior concepts.
f. Traffic and pedestrian safety: A presentation was made to village council during the summer to request traffic changes on Douglas St. There were a number of meetings last year in order to find a solution. After a meeting with engineers in July, it was suggested that a traffic study be performed. The best solution would be to have Douglas St. be a one way street. 

g. Communication:

i. School website:  School website was reviewed, including the middle school newscast. Information is updated regularly on the website. Events can be subscribed to in order to receive notifications.  There is also a PSSC section for minutes and other important information. The school Newsletter can be found in the School News section.  The School Staff Directory in the About Us section contains contact information, staff emails, and links to teacher websites such as “Weeblies”. Many teachers have websites including homework, important dates, and all class information.

ii. Another important communication tool is School Connects which is used by school administration and teachers to inform parents and guardians about upcoming events and important information.
h. Budgeted funds from DEC: These funds will be used for certain meeting expenses and to promote communication such as the School Connects program.
5. Principal’s Report: Mr. Robinson provided a handout of is Principal’s report.
6. DEC Report:

a. PSSC training was done earlier in the meeting
b. Next weekend the DEC will have some PD for new strategic planning. The district will look at the main areas and apply it for our district and the actions specific to them.

7. Adjournment –The meeting was adjourned at 8:27 by Jason Gallant. The next meeting is scheduled for November 26th, 2014.
